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Table A-2  Descriptions of Variables in states

Variable Name and Label Description Source and Notes

abort.rate

Abortions per 1,000 women (2005)

Number of legal abortions 
per 1,000 women aged 
15–44, 2005

Alan Guttmacher Institute, http://www 
.guttmacher.org

Jones, R. K., Zolna, M. R. S., Henshaw, S. K., 
& Finer, L. B. (2008). Abortion in the United 
States: Incidence and access to services, 2005. 
Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive 
Health, 40(1), 6–16.

abortlaw

Number of restrictions on abortion 
(2010)

abortlaw3

Ten restrictions coded 0 or 
1, summed: (i) must be 
performed by licensed 
physician; (ii) must be 
performed in a hospital; 
(iii) second physician must 
participate; (iv) prohibited 
except in cases of life or 
health endangerment;  
(v) partial-birth abortion 
banned; (vi) public funds 
limited to life 
endangerment, rape, 
incest; (vii) providers may 
refuse to participate;  
(viii) mandated counseling; 
(ix) waiting period;  
(x) parental involvement 
required for minors

Guttmacher Institute. (2010, July 1). 
Abortion. State Policies in Brief, 72(1).

Note: All provisions enacted into law, including 
legally enjoined provisions, are counted as 
restrictions. 

attend.pct

% freq attend relig serv (Pew)

Percentage who frequently 
attend religious services

Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life, 
http://pewforum.org/How-Religious-Is-Your-
State-.aspx

battle04

Battleground state

Coded 1 for 2004 
battleground states, coded 
0 for non-battleground 
states

U.S. Department of State, http://usinfo.state.
gov/dhr/Archive/2004/Jul/12-250886.html

blkleg

Percent of state legislators who are 
black

Percent of state legislators 
who are black, 2003

National Conference of State Legislatures,
http://www.ncsl.org/programs/legismgt/
about/afrAmer.htm

blkpct04
blkpct08

Percent black (2004, 2008)

Percent black or African 
American, 2004, 2008

United States Census Bureau, http://www 
.census.gov/


